Stephen McDavitt PT MS FAAOMPT

6 Bentridge Drive

Falmouth, Maine 04105










February 23, 2004

RE: The Medicare Patient Access to Physical Therapist Act (HR 792/S 493)

Dear Editor:

Rehabilitation care provided by physical therapists under Medicare is a valued service, as it returns many Medicare beneficiaries to productive lives after an injury, impairment, functional limitation or disability.   Currently, access to physical therapists’ services under Medicare is significantly limited by a requirement that is costly and out of date. Many Medicare patients may not know that their access to rehabilitation benefits provided by physical therapists requires a referral even though 39 states (including Maine) have eliminated this unnecessary requirement.  This referral requirement limits care, adds costs, and leads to delays in receiving appropriate rehabilitation care from physical therapists.  

The Medicare Patient Access to Physical Therapist Act (HR 792/S 493) would improve access to physical therapists under Medicare by eliminating the burdensome referral requirement Congressmen Thomas Allen and Michael Michaud are working to improve access to needed rehabilitation services under Medicare by co-sponsoring legislation (HR 792/S 493) to eliminate the referral requirement as authorized by state law.  This is a big step in improving access, giving beneficiaries a choice in their rehabilitation provider, lowering unnecessary visits to obtain a referral, and modernizing Medicare to reflect the current standard for access to rehabilitation care that non-Medicare patients receive. 

As a practicing physical therapist in this community for nearly 30 years, I know that the rehabilitation needs of Medicare patients could be more cost-effective and accessible.   Patients are experiencing delays, increased costs, and frustration from the inability to directly access the care and services of a physical therapist without a referral. I urge anyone who is a Medicare beneficiary to contact Representatives Thomas Allen and Michael Michaud and thank them for their support for (HR 792/S 493). I also urge anyone who is a Medicare beneficiary or who has loved ones in Medicare to contact Senators Olympia Snowe and Susan Collins to ask them to also co-sponsor Medicare Patient Access to Physical Therapist Act (HR 792/S 493) in this Congress.  Making rehabilitation services provided by physical therapists more accessible and cost-effective is good for Medicare and the seniors and persons with disabilities it serves.

Sincerely,

Stephen McDavitt PT

Falmouth

